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Good Friday wit/i Johnson.         [A.D. 17
devout1. I never shall forget the tremulous earnest™ with which he pronounced the awful petition in the Litar ' In the hour of death, and at3 the day of judgement, go LORD deliver us.'
We went to church both in the morning and evening, the interval between the two services we did not dine; t he read in the Greek New Testament, and I turned o1 several of his books.
In Archbishop Laud's Diary, I found the following p sage, which I read to Dr. Johnson:—
' 1623. February i, Sunday. I stood by the most illustri Prince Charles3, at dinner. He was then very merry, and tall occasionally of many things with his attendants. Among ot things, he said, that if he were necessitated to take any partici profession of life, he could not be a lawyer, adding his reaso " I cannot, (saith he,) defend a bad, nor yield in a good cause.'
JOHNSON. ' Sir, this is false reasoning; because every ca has a bad side"1: and a lawyer is not overcome, though cause which he has endeavoured to support be determi: against him.'
I told him that Goldsmith had said to me a few d before, ' As I take my shoes from the shoemaker, and coat from the taylor, so I take my religion from the pri< I regretted this loose way of talking.    JOHNSON. ' Sir knows nothing; he has made up his mind about nothing
To my great surprize he asked me to dine with him Easter-day. I never supposed that he had a dinner at house; for I had not then heard of any one of his frie
1 It is curious to compare with this Johnson's own record found the service not burdensome nor tedious, though I could hear the lessons.    I hope in time to take pleasure in public wors Pr. and Meet. p. 121.
8 In the original z>z.
3  Afterwards Charles I.    BOSWELL.
4  See ante, ii. 54.
6 See^orf, April 9, 1778, where Johnson said:—'Goldsmith ha settled notions upon any subject; so he talked always at random
haimony you yourself will not dispute. That confessor said, " Damn him, he has told a great deal of truth, but where the devil did he learn it ?" This was St. Atterbury's testimony.'
